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= EE RIGH' 
REVEREND FATHER 


in God Thomas Lord Biſhop 
Ele& of CuesTtx, my 


very good LORD, 


My Reucrend Lord : 

SA X.Eing heretofore moued for 
3) 8 ome confiderations to pub- 
> liſh this Sermon : Iremai- 


LD, * vntill the newes of 
your Lordbips aduancement quickly ſetled 
my reſolution. For where better could Thaue in 
plor'd Patronage, then where both eminent au- 
thoritie of Place, as alſo your Lordſhips par- 
ticular fauour towards me, ſeemed no leſſe enfor- 
cedly to inuite by loue, then compell by qutie* For 
which reſpe&t Ihaue now preſumed -vpon your 
Lordſhips acceptance , truſting the rather to 
Az obtaine 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
obtaine pardon for this my bold intrufion, and 
alſo indulgent cenſure of theſe my Pnworthy la- 
bours, preſented to your learned view as cha- 
lenging the goodneſſe of your Lordſbips diſpo- 

fition, and freely offered courteſie, guiltic of this 
my attempt,and a chiefe cauſe hereof. 

The Lord God guide and afiiſt your Lordſhip 
with the bleſſed direttions of his moſt holy ſpirit, 
in the diſcharge of your high calling in this life, 
andin the life to come giue you the reward of 
immortalitie aud euerlaſting glory. 


Your Lordſhips 
in all duetic 


to be commanded 


WiILkliaM Cas et. 


P” 


A. _ 


OF I HENAIVRE 
AND END OF RE- 


. pentance: ſhadowed in the 
Atiniſterie of [oun the 


BaerisrT. 


Tonn 1. Ver. 31. 
Therefore amv 1 come, Baptizing with Water. 


Helife of aChriſtian in this world 
is a medlie, conliſting of much va- 
rietie, acontinuall entercourſe of 
changeable ſacceſlion, For there EcgdeC;.2.&c. 

1s a time to be borne (faith Salo- 

or) and a time to dies a time to 

plant, and a time to plucke vp; a 

| '® timeto kill, and atimeto heale ; a 

timeto breake downe, and a time to build vp, A time 
to weepe, and atimeto laugh ;' atime to daunce, and a 
timeto mourne, Sic triftia ſecundis ſecunda triſtibus vis 
ciſſitudo acerbaſortis temperat, So wile is the ever admi- 


rable Creatourin all his workes ({aithone) as to _—_ 
B ene 


2 Of the Nature and end of Repentanre. 


the aRions of the lite of man with fuch proportion and 
counterpoyle, that no profperitie ſhall; be without his 
ſucceeding  inconuenience, no aduerſitie without his 
comfort z to chaſe out of mans minde ſecuritic and def- 
paire, the onely enemies of all wife and vertuous cour- 
ſes, Thattime (beloved) isbuta (mall whilcs paſt,when 
there was nothing: heard in your gates but the voice of 
ioy and gladneile, of mirth and ſolace z and that, vpon 
fogood acaule, as a better the world was never made 
partaker of, the memorie of the ble(Ted Incarnation of 
the worlds Redeemer. But now leaſt the proud heart of 
man ſhould be exalted aboue meaſure, and puffed vp- 
through aboundancenf confolations : Behold, there is 
 acontrary occalion, of acontrary affetion, the linne 
of man to counteruaile the grace of God ; that as afore 
we hauc had cauſe of reioycingand feaſting; ſo now the 
time approacheth andis athand, wherein we haue in- 
uitation to lamenting and faſting. So that having al- 
ready celebrated with mirth and great ioy the memo- 
rieof Chriſtscomming into theworld; it remaines in 
the next place that now by ſorrow and repentance we 
prepare' for his comming vato vs. For it is the ſame. 
path which our Evangeliſt hath erodden out vnto vs 
in this Chapter, Wherein after he had in the beginning 
thereof Diuinely propoſed the comtning of that Wight 
into the world; which the world being ſhutyp in blinde- 
netſe was not able to comprehend : m the nextplace; 
immediately he proceedeth vntothe Miniſterie of /ohn 
Baptiſt, the Miniſterie of humiliation and repentance, 
the better to prepare the ſoules of men to entertaine that 
heauenly guelt, for which in that eſtare they naturally 
2 were in, they were molt vnhit, For indeede it was the 
. | meere ſcope of Thus Miniſterie.to prepare thoſe by re- 
pentance, which by the miniſteric of Chrilt were after- 
wardsto be ſanQified by faith and other-graces of the 
ſpirit : Whichthiog as the Baptiſt vpon occalion divers 
times 


$- 
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timesin ſundrie paſſages of this Chapter ſpecifieth and 
witnelſeth of himſelte; ſo ſpecially in this place, vpon 
the light of Teſus comming towards him, as you may 
ſee in the coherence : he inferreth this ſame re{timonie 
of his owne Minilterie, iy the words which 1 hauc 
now read vnto you, [Ther re am [ come, Baptizimg with 
water,] intimating vilto+his Diſciples two things, which 
are now allo of vs to be conlidered, His Office; and the 
end of his office : His Othce and Miniſterie in thele 
words, { 1 am.come, Baptizing with water,) and the end of 
his Othce implied and included in the illative particle 
[rherefore,] that is to lay [that Chriſt might be made manifeſt 
wnto Iſrael, therefore ang T come, Baptizang with water.) $0 
thatin theſe wofd&fow read vnto you, I haue occa- 


ſon giuen toſpeake of the Qifice of ohn Baptiſt in a two- 
fold reſpe&, Fir(t;ef the poſitive & abſolutenature of it, - 


what it is , and thEparts thereof : And feeondly, of the 


relative nature of it, bw of it ſelfe it is but a rudiment,' 
and a preparatiueto a  heeregtes of perfeAion z and” 
yet notwithſtanding ſoTefelfarie,' that the other with- 


out it is hikewile imperfe,, The abſofute nature of his 


office and miniſterie, is here n6ted out'vnto vs to bethe - 


{ Baptiſmne of water,) which as it is many times taken figu= 
ratiuely in the Scriptures in divers ſignifications,ſo eſpe- 


cially in this place by a /ynechdsche, it is taken for the . 


whole courle of /ohns calling and Miniſterie, Whereof 


therearetwo parts : Theſubſtance of it, which was the .-: 


 doQrine of repentance forthe remillion of linnes : And 
ſecondly, the ceremonie of it,or the ſeale of that doctrine, 
the outward adininiſtraticon of the Sacrament of Bap- 
Me: 7 AE 2B S206 & 27 . 

To ſpeake therefore properly of the ſubſtance of 
Tohnr Baptiſne, is'to ſpeake' of Repentance, which hee 
Preached onely in thewhole courſe of his pu 
Now what repe anNCets,. where ſhould ve better Iearne 


then of hit, who was the*Preacherof Repentance? of 
| - the 
/ Po —_— TE. : 


| w=1 «<% 
\ 


Mark.1,1. 
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the Baptiſt himſelfe,' the precurſor of the worlds Saui- 
our, who teacheth it firſt by Peecepr; ſecondly, by the 
parts of it; and thirdly þy. Patterne in his owne; exam- 
ple: By Precept ſhewing that it muſt be; by parts. +, 
of it,' ſhewing what ir mult be,. and by patterne * {/ * 
ſhewing how it muſt be praftiſed of all. that hope / «> 


to. reape. benefit. by the incarnation of Chriſt- l16&'3 
ſus, | | : | p 2 

And firſt he taughtitby precept in the third of Te : 
thew, ver. 3. When heſaith,Repent, for the Ringdome of God | 
i at hand, Which ſentence ſcemeth not ſo much a.-xer 


mens hearts had locktvp and faſt barr'd the doores of 
grace, ſo that then there was neither hope. of expeQing), | 
nor meanesof obtaining mercie or fauaur at the hands 
of God: But behold ! now (ſuch is the goodnefle of God) 
CIOS and. is nigh at hand, when as the 
gates of the kingdome of heaven ſhall be ſet wide open; 
and thereforenow! if ever, is the acceptable.time now 
is the day of Saluation:::to ao yer will Hears hi voice hay- 
den not yowr heartr;&:c.. A molt forceable. perſwaſion and 
ſweete allurement; agreeable to the glad tydings of the 
Goſpell : yea, euen to the beginning of the Goſpell (as Saint 
Marke cals it) the DoQtrine.of Repentance : which albe- 
itfor themoſt partitbe a doQtine of, ſharpe rebukes and 
feuere diſciplibe, y#2i8 it mixedwith ſuch gracious mo- 
tives,. and incitations of encouragement to the. vnder- 
taking of it, as driues away allthoughts and ports of 

: * danger. 


e 
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-danfper or deſpaire, howſocuer it be branded by pro- 
Jhane-Libertines with an impuration of crueltie, work- 
ing deſperate horrour and diſtraQion in tlie:ſoule. and 
cogſciences of man.. For although the duetie of repen- 


| 76. .94eN very troubleſome & harſhvnto-fleſh and 


blaod, yetis the end'of our repentance fo full of camfor- 


table ſaccetfſeas doth alicuiate all orrowes and makethe 


yoake ealie and theburden light. And thereforeif Chriſt 
doe call vs, though it be with Peter to. walke vpon tha 
Sea,yetlet vs goe vnto him; and though-mighty: windes, 
whether outward croſſes of the world,or inwarditerrors 
of conſcience, through our infirmitie & infidelity may a- 
fright & wek-nigh ouerwhelme vs;yer if, when we begin to 


{mke, we can but ſay with Peter, MMaifter ſane vs,0ur Lord Math.1 4.29. 


Teſus will (tretch forth his hand and catch vs, But if nei» 
ther commandments can force v3, nor reaſons perſwade 
vs, nor louing allurements draw vs to the vndertaking 
of this happy (though heauie) courſe of Repentances it 
ſhall not beour guy that «Abrabans is our Fathey,that 


ſhall helpe vs; for God is able enen of theſe ſlenes to raiſe vþ Math.3.9.10. 


children mmte Abrabans. Now alſo i the axe laid wnto' the 
roote of the tree, and therefore enery tres this. briuoeth nor 
foorth good fruute, ſhall be hewne downe andd caft into the fire, 
Implying this much, thatcthey who will-nor kitle the 
Sonne; as: friendly ſubiefts, and be ruled: by. his Scepter 
now, in: bis kingdome z: thall hereafter: be lubdued by 
the Sonne;, -as his enemies, and bruiſed in PI 
with his:iron- rodde in the day:of his wrathfull. in- 
dignation, un 
Now becauſetherewardis ſogreat; which is propo- 
ſed to repentance, euen the kingdome of heauen; . and 
onthe other ſide the puniſhment ſo.great if we doe not 
repent as thereby to-incurre the danger of cuerlaſting 
fire: it'will-haply fo; fall out, that as Herod heard John 
gladly vntill he was:.rebuked for his inceſtuous marri- 
age ; ſo many it may be will willingly entertaine with re- 
I B 3 ucrence 


th 


L uk.3.5- 


_ of lite: there isno irregularitie what 
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uerence thedodtine of /ebr, vntill their deareſt ſinnes 
bereproued z and then, ratherthen they will be deuor- 


_ cedfrom that adulterous broode, which with fo great 


liking anddelight they nouriſh, as chaſte ſpoules, in their 
boſlomes z rather(I ſay) theo they will ſuffer rebuke for 
them,” or be drawne to forſake them, they: willnot one- 
ly ſecke to-contemne the calling -and diſgrace the per- 
" ane but even ifthey could alſo take the keaes of thoſe 


Miniſters that ſhall ſo boldely.cerſure and ſhew them- 


ſelues vnto themſclues. And.cherefore wee cannor well 
tell whatweſball be, vatillwe kaow-what repentance is 
intheparts of it, rb 1995 35 | 

- -And that the Baptiſt ceacheth in the third of Lakes 


 . Goſpell,and the fifth verſe, diſtingviſbing the ſame into 


foure ſcutrall (peciall parts 5 compriſing therein all par- 
ticular-braunches that 'reſpetiuely may be referred 
thereunto: When he ſaith, Exery valley ſhall. be filed, and +- 
ery monntame ard hyl ſhall be brought low, and-rhe crooked 
things ſhall be made flraight, and the rough waies ſpall. be 


' nade ſmooth, and ſo all fleſh ſpall ſee the ſaluation of God : 


Wherein he doth-not onely intimate and inferrethe end 
and fruit okRepentance in generall, thatitis a propertie 
thereof o pull choſe ſcales of | —_— and ſenſualitie 
from offthe eyes of our vnderitanding, without which 
wecould not otherwiſe apprehend and (ee the ſaluation 
by Chriſt offered vntovs: but alſo byan allegorie doth 
manifeſtly declare whereirrtrue repentance doth conſiſt, 
and doth likewiſe particular the parts thereof, For 
whereas the nature of repentance is nothing elſe but a 
mortification of all ſinne, and Agenerall amendmene 
er whereby the 
ſouleof manis. diverted from the righteous rule of Gods 
law, butthe reformation thereof may be reduced vnto 
one of theſe foute heads : either in kiling the vallits, or 
in levelling themountaineszin making ſtraight the croo- 


- ked, orthe rough in being made ſmooth ; for the val- 


lies 


b 
# 
; "i 
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lies are filled, when as. our «fethons are —_ frons the 
things on the earths andare ſet on theſe things that ave aboue, 
Col.3.2, The mountaines are brought low , when -the 
proud thoughts of man are captivated ts the obedience of 
Chriſt.2 (or,10.5, The crooked things are made ſtraight 
when the vnrightcouſnetle of our ations are brought 
within ſuch compalle as that we doe not otherwiſe:vnto o- 
thers then we would haue others to doe wmto vs, Mat.7.12, 
And laſtly, therough things become ſmooth when as 
we wiliingly take the yoake of Chrift vpon vs, andlearne of 
him to be lowlie and meeke. Math.11,29. For by Valleyes, 
Mountaines and crooked waies and rough, (asfarre-as I 
can conceive thereof) can be vnderſtood nothing bet- 
ter then the baſe carthlinelle of our affeRions, the (wel- 
ling pride of our hearts, the vniuſt iniquitie of our acti- 
ons, and the peruerſe frowardnelle of our wils. Theſe 
foure containing within them the whole diſorder of 
the frame of mans nature. For inalmuch as the direR- 
ing ſpirit of grace hath forſaken vs, becauſe firſt we had 
forlaken him : there is now no better deſires in the heart 
of man ; but firſt an eager purſuite and delight which 
he hath onely in the things of this world. Secondly, a 
vaine-glorious pride and boaſting which he taketh in 
them when he hath them. Thirdly, the meanes whereby 
he doth attaine vnto them are indire& and iniurious: 
Andlaſtly, if he faile or be croſt inthe proſecution of 
them, his paſſions are troubleſome and boyſterous, Vn- 
der which foure vices, all other are comprehendcd ; as 
all graces are vnder theſe foure, that are direRtly oppo- 
lite vnto them, for indeede they arc ex diametro, direly 
oppoſed vnto thoſe foure generall diuine graces, from 
whence all otherdoe ſpring. Faith, Obeazence, Lone and. 
Patience, - Our earthly and baſe affeions being ſo faſte- 
ned vnto the pleaſures and delights of this world, that 
our fairh cannot be ſtedfaſt concerning the pleaſures of 


a better world ; and fo we linne againſt our Lord and 
Sayui- 


Mah. 3.3. 


Luk. 16.12. 


lam. 4.6. 


Mark.4.24- 


James 1.20. 


riPet. 3-4, 
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Saviour. Secondly, our pride and high conceie of our 
ſelvesis repugnantvntothat obedience which wee owe 
viito Gods Law, and ſo we offend our Lord and Crea- 
tour. Thirdly, by the varightcouſneſſe of our actions 
we are defeRiue in our Charitie, and thereby we offer 
wrong vnto our Brethren, Andlaſt of all, the peruerſe- 
neſſe and frowardneſle of our wils dothtrouble our hope 
and patience, and1ſo we diſquiet ourſeluesand the peace 
of our owne conſciences. Briefely , wee are hence-to 
learne, that the Preaching of John (who came to prepare 
the waies of the Lord, and to make his pathes ftiraight ) doth 
in that place intimate thus much vnto vs, that all 
theſe foureirregularities, are tobe rectified if wehope to 
have the ſpirit of Chriſt to inhabite and poileſle vs. And 
thereforetheſe our affe&ions mult be wained from the 
things of this world,for we cannot ſerve two Maiſters({aith 
our bleſſed Sauiour; ) We cannot:[erve Gad and. Mammon. 


| Secondly, the pride of ouriheartsis to be abaſed; for 


God reſifteth the proud, and giueth grace unto the humble. 
T _ the vnrighteoulnelle off our aRions is to be 
re&ihed;for With what meaſure we meite to others,the (ame 
will God meite unto vs. And laſtly, the: peruerſeneſle of 
our wils is to bemoderated ; for the wrath of man cannot 
accompliſh the will of God, but a meeke and a quiet ſpirit is 4 
thing before God much ſet by. 1n fine, this-is theſumme of 
all, thatin aſmuch as whiles we are in the ficſh ; that is, 
aforc we are renewed by. Repentance, the motions of 
finne-which are by the Law,doeprevaile in our members 
to bring forth fruit vnto death: ſo now when as grace 
doth appeare, and that the kingdome of God is at hand; 
all impediments are to be remoued, which might hin- 
dertheworke ofthe pirit of grace within vs ; ſo that we 
may beeuery way: fitted; that we may be:able 1ocomprehend 
with all Saints, wbat is the breadth, and length, aud depth, and 
height, that we. may be filled withall fulneſſe of God, as the 
Apoltleſpeaketh.Ephe/.3,18. 
| And 
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And the Baptiſt, doth notonely teach wherein Repen- 
tance doth conſiſt, and what it muſt bez but hee alſo 
confirmes his Dodtrine by:his owne example, ſhewin 
how it mult be praQiſed of all true penitentiaries z and 
thar eſpecially in their particulars. The place where he 
lived and Preached, and that was in the wilderneſſe, The 
meate which he ate, and that was locuſts and wilde ho- 
nie. And laſtly, the garments which he wore, and that 
was a rough raiment of Camels haire, pire about his 
loynes with a leatherne girdle. In all which he (ignified 
vato all men what he was, and what all true Repentants 
ſhould be ; euen every way mortified vnto this world; 
for All that is in this world ((aith Saint [ohn) « the luſt of x Toh.2.16. 
the fleſh, the iuſt of the eyer,or the pride of fe, The luſt of the = 
fleſh he ſubdued, for he pampered not his body with 
varictie of delicacies, neither troubled hee his thoughts 
with prouiding the dainties of theſe times, but: conten- 
ted himſelfe with ſuch meane refreſhment as would one- 
ly but ſuſtaine nature, ſuch as that  wilde deſare would 
afford, nothing but locuſts arid wilde honey, Theluſfgt 
the eyes he preuented, for he dclighted not in the garifh 
ſhewesand vaine ſpeRacles of this world, neither deli- 
red he the ſocicticof good-companions and merrie con- 
ſorts, but ſequeſtred himſelfe intothe wilde wilderneſle, 
a deſart place, from all occaſions of ſinne, auoiding all 
allurements that might withdraw him, and all oppoliti- 
ons that might prouoke him to forget the duetie of his 
vocation, And laſtly, the pride of this life he mortified 
for thoſe ſoft and coſtly raiments whereby the pride of 
mans heart isaduanced and openly manifeſted vnto the 
world, did hee contemne, and apparelled himſelfe in 
ſuch a garment as befitted one whole profeſſion did at- 
knowledge himſelfe vnworthy of any; ayd therefore 
contented himſelfein humilitie with the meaneſt, euen a 
. rough coate of camels haire girt about his loynes with a 
leatherne belt, (043 &f + (5.20 
QC His 


Hook Ececl. 


pol.lib.s. 


Eſay 53-1. 
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His praQtiſe is an example vnto vs; and that fo 
plaine, thatthere are few (I am perſwaded) but doe vn- 
derſtand ir, and can eafily make application thereof vn- 
to themſelues : and therefore (the time calling me on) I 
will not further exemplifie things ſo manifeſt and ordi- 
nary, as the neceſlitic and dueties of Repentance, which 
though praciſed lincerely of few, yetthe doctrine there- 
of is a high-way ſo much beaten and ſoplaine;thar a fur- 
ther guide were needelefle. Onely afore 1 proceede;ofthe 
ceremoniall part of lob»: Doctrine, the outward admi- 
niſtration  ; the Sacrament of Baptiſme, thus much : 
That the adminiſtration of the outward fignes is 
occaſioned by the weakenelle of our faith and vnder- 
ſtanding, which as they doe much depend vpon ſenſe, 
ſo mult they haue ſome kinde of ſenlible obiet to 
conuey vnto-thevnderſtanding what isto be belecued. 
And therefore ith God in himſelfe is inviſible, and can- 
not by vs be diſcerned working, therefore (1 lay) when 
it ſeemeth good in the eyes of his heauenly wiſedome 
that men forſomeſpeciall intents and purpoſes ſhould 
take notice of his glorious preſence : he giues vnto vs 


ſome plaine and fenlible tokens, whereby to know what 


we cannotſee. So communicating by ſenſible meanes, 
thoſe bleſſings that are incomprehenſible; aſſuring vs 
thereby in this particular, that as water doth waſh away 
the filthof the fleſh , ſo doth the blood of Chriſt cleanſe 
our ſoules from all pollution of linne,by repentanceand 
faith in his name. 

Now theſe things being confidered, what ſhould I 
hence inferre, but cuen take vp the complaint of the 
Prophet E/ay in the firſt verſe of his 5 3 Chap ter. Who will 
beleene onr report? when as there are ſo many profetſours 
and ſo few praQtiſcrs of true and vnfained Repentance : 
Euery man almoſt (as Hered) harbouring in his breſt 
ſore minion (linne or other, fromwhence he will not be 
divorced ; whenas the vallycs of ſomeare notraiſed _ 

at 
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that their affeions doe yetliegroueling vpon the earth, 
rakingand rooting in the mire of this world,and altoge- 
ther negleQing the golden treaſuresof heauen : The (wel- 
ling pride of others being ſuch,thatthey can thinke wor- 
thily of none but themſelues; The iniquitieofothers like- 
wiſe, baniſhing all truth and honeſty trom their dealings: 
and laſtly, the boiſterous and outragious paflions of 
ſome giving allured teſtimony, that as yer their rough- 
nelle hath not beene made (inooth by the power of Re- 
pentance. Neither doth the outward face of mens carri- 
age and deportment give other witneſle, but that many 
think the example of S* J9bn doth nothing cocern them. 
For though thereought (TI confelle) to bean orderly di- 
{tinion of degrees by outward habits and other the 
needefull concernements of this life : Yet in theſe times it 
ſecmes mens mindes are vncapable of moderation,when 
as in eucry ſucceſſion euery onefor the moſt part deſi- 
reth to exceede him that went beforc him, both in diet, 
apparel], and other complements of ' Nature; As ff 
= were 10 profit vunto 4 man (as the wiſe man ſpeakes ) 
but that he eate, and drinks, and delight his ſoule in the varie- £ccle(.2.24. 
tie of this worlds wanitie, And that which is worlt of all, 
the vnteachablenelle of many, giues ftrong ſuſpition 
that their eſtate is wel-nigh deſperate,when as by the diffe- 
reces wherwith the Church our Mother now travaileth, 
(which ſhould humble vs) doe they take aduantage to 
harden their hearts the more ,For the one ſide(ſay they) 
are too licentious, the other too curious, and in the 
meane time they will bereformed by neither : much hke 
thoſe wicked Phariſes of whom our Sauiour ſpeakes in 
the eleventh of fathew; for John came neither eating n0r 11ch11.18.19 
drinking, and yet they ſaid he had a Dinell, The Sonne of man 
came eating and drinking, and they ſaid behold a glutton, a 
drinker of wine, and a friend unto Publicans and ſinners, So that 
. thetruth is, that when mens mindes are fo fetled vpon 
the things df this world, that neither the threatnings of 
C2 the 
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the law, nor the promiſes of the Goſpell, neither the 
reſtraints of the one, nor the libcreies of the other, can 
preuaile to make men forſake their linnes, there is great 
preſumption that their God is their bellie, when astheir 
vnbrideled appetireis their fole religion. The exclama- 
tions, the inueRiues, the exhortations of the metTen- 
gers of God, from and agaipſt theſe courſes, are every 
where ſo frequent, that its hopeleile, and therefore 
needeletle for me to multiply the ſame, Ouely thus much 
to conclude this point. Let vs all remember (beloved ) 
what great account we haue to palle at that laſt Audite, 
when our chiefe fauourites, the fancie-feeding and flat- 
tcring pleaſures of this world ſhall all ſhrinke from vs, 
and nothing but our owne deedes and deſerts ſhall ac- 
company vs before the iudgement ſeate of God. 

And fo I palle brietely from the poſitive Doctrine 
of John , the nature of Repentance; tothe other pare 
thereof, its relative nature, the end of it, why it was, 
that is to ſay, That Chriſt might be made manifeſt vnto 
Iſrael. 

And ſurely it wasthe chiefeſt intendment of the Bap- 
tiſt in: this place, not ro ſhew what, but wherefore his 
Miniſterie ſerued. For indeede of it ſelte it was almoſt as 
nothing ; it was buta bare beginning of that which was 
to be madeperfe&t by another Miniſterie. For although at 
that time Chrift was comeinto theworld, yet the world 
knew him not; yea though he came vnto his own,yet his 
ownereceiued him not : becauſe thelight ſhined in fuch 
darknetſle as was not ableto comprehend it Sothat of ne- 
ceſlity it was requilite that there hould proceede another 
Miniſterie whereby to cleerethatgloomiedarkeneflerhat 
ouer-ſhadowed. mens mindes from apprehending the 
light. 

Our inferencetherfore from this place ſhal bethat Chriſt 
could not be manifeſted vnto Iſrael, neither isit poſlible 
that we ſhould euer cometo the true knowledg of _ 
Wits 
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without the Miniſterie of 7ohn Baptiſt, the preaching and 
praQtiſe of{at leaſt one degreeof) Repentance going be- 
fore. For the ſame reaſon which was athirmatiuly giuen of 
the abrogation of the old Sacrament which did a 
this, that if yee be circumci(ed, Chriſt ſpall profit you nothing, Gal, 5.2. 
doth on the negative follow the inſtitution ofionns 

ly, that if we be not baptiſed, afluredly Chriſt ſhall pro- 

fit vs nothing, And in ſaying ſo,l ſay no more then our 

bletJed Sauiour himſelfe {aid vnto that great DoRor of 

lſracll in the third of S, [ohne Golpell ; Yerely, verely, I Tohn 3.3. 
ſay wnto thee, except that a man be borne of water and of the 

Spirit, hee cannet enter into the kingdome of God, For, there 

1s a two-fold Baptiſme : the one, by the Ancients called 
Baptiſmus flumms, the Baptiſme of water : the other, 
Bapti/mu flaminis, the Baptiſme of the Spirit and fire. 

T he firfl is a preparation to the ſecond. And therefore 

faith the Baptiſt; I indeede baptize you with water to repen- Mat.y, 10. 
rance, but hee that commeth after mee, i mightier then [, 

whoſe ſhaoes I am not worthy to beare : he will baptize you with 

the holy Ghoſt and with fire, 

And that wee may further proue it neceſſary to the 
manifeſtation of Chriſt, the very Inſcription of [ohns 
miniſterie makes it evident , The woyce of 4 Cryer in the 14g ,.1. 
Wilderneſſe , prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
fraizht, That as wee know it is an viuall thing for 
Pcinces and great men, afore they come to any place, to- 
haue their Harbingers to goe before them, to make cuen 
their way, and to preparea ht place to entertaine them 
againſt they come : So the Lord —_— ordayned the 
ſoule of man to be his Temple, will firlt haue it ſwept 
and cleanſed by ſomewhat of repentance, from the filth 
and pollution of (inac,afore he will make it his dwelling 
place. And itis very conſonant vnto reaſon : For ſeeing I 
vpon the comming of Chriſt wee areto makea new Co- 
uenant with God, it is very vnhitit ſhould be done with» 
out ſome kinde of preparation. For, looke but into the 
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orethe Lord to makea Couenant with him at the moun- 
taine of Smai, how they were to be ſanAified and waſh- 
ed two dayes, and the third day to come before him, 
Now that was the Couenant of workes, and it was giu2n 
by the mediation of a(eruant, oſes:but this is the Couc- 
nant of Grace, a better Coucnant,& giuen by the media- 
tion of him that is ſonne and heyre of all; and therefore 
if preparation were needfull in the former, much more 
in this. Againe, the Baptiſt was not a Miniſter of che 
new Teſtament, nor a Prophet of the old ; Frit ramen 
pluſquam Propheta, hee was more then a Prophet, and yet 
notſo much as a Miniſter of the Goſpell: for, the leaſt in 
the Kingdome of heaxen ((aith our bletled Sauiour) i grea- 
ter then bee, as concerning theſubie of his Minilterie : 
Fuit autem terminus Legis, & initiums Enangely, Hee was 
the ending of the Law, and beginning of the Goſpel! : 
and therefore Repentance (the chiefe ſubſtance of his 
Miniſterie) was to be preached betweene the Law and 
the Goſpell, inaſmuch as it hath reference vnto both. 
Thirdly, afore that time that Chriſt Ieſus by the glad 
tidings of the Goſpell , was made manifelt vnto the 
world; and now al afore Chriſt be manifeſted vnto vs, 
both they then were, and wee now are ſubic vnto the: 
Law, and bound vnder a curſe to fulfill the ſame. But 
now foraſmuch as it was impoſſible unto the Law, being of no 
ftrength becan(e of the fleſh, the ſpirit alſo that dnelterh in vs 
Iuſting after ennie (as S, James ſpenkes) God ſending his owne 
Sonnets redeeme vs that were wnder the Law, can it land 
with the Iuſtice of God, ſo to diſhonour his Law, as to 
receiue vs to mercy whiles we (lill be contemners of it ? 
No atluredly. But ſuch onely doth the Lord accept in 
Chriſt, as feeling themſelucs vnable to fulfill the Law, 
doe for that nw. | ſubmit and proſtrate themſelues at the 
feete of Gods Iuſtice, with acknowledgement of their 
delert 
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deſert, and with penitent and ſorrowfull hearts aske pX- 
don for their ſinnes, Not that the Lord requireth or 
accepteth repentance as meritorious,or inthat kinde any 
way neceſlarie, for his mercy is onely ſufficient, but 
that a rebell cannot be receiued without ſubmiſſion, For 
rhe ſubie& of the Goſpell of Chriſt is a promulgation 
or a proclamation of pardon vnto all ſuch as indeed are 
rebels again(t God, but yet not if they continue ſo bue 
only vnto ſuch rebels as come in and (ubmit themſelues, 
Ie is cleare therefore and euident that the paths of Re- 
pentance lead and Condudt vs vnto the Kingdome of 


Grace, For ( ome wnto me ( faith our Lord Telus) all yee Mar. 11. 28, 


that are weary and heany laden, and [ will eaſe yow. Now, 
can the Lord eaſe vs of linne, when we are already atſo 
much eaſe that wee feele not our ſinnes; they trouble 
vs not ? No, for the ſcope (I ſay) of Chriſtian doctrine 
is the comfort of them whivfe hearts are ouer-charged 
with the burden of linne. | 

Furthermore, if this will not ſuffice, let vs take re- 
courſe vnto the Ceremoniall Law, which was but a ſha- 
dow : for ſhadowes ſometimes may be, better diſcerned 
chen the ſubſtance it ſelfe, if the (ſight be weake, As (for 
example) wee better diſcerne the forme of the Sunne by 
its ſhadow in the water, then in looking vpon its owne 


body, becauſe our ſight is weake, So Jlooke vpon the Numb. 21. 


brazen Serpent, a figure and ſhadow of Chrilt,which 
had power giuen it to heale thoſe that felt chemſelues 
bitten by the fiery Serpents, if they looked vp vnto 
the ſame : noting thereby/thus much , thatwhen the 
terrours of Gods judgements for our linnes areſo heauy 
vpon our (oules, that they preſſe vs'vntothe very death; 
if then by a lively faith we can but lookevpvnto Chriſt, 
we ſhall be healed, our finnes ſhall be remitted : yet with 
this Prouiſo, this is alwayes to be- preſuppoſed, that wee 
can neuer looke vp to be healed, vnlelle firſt wee feele 
our lelues wounded, And it wee want A —_ _ 
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Parable of the Serzant that fell downe at his Maſters 
feet,deliring patience and forbearance: and the Parable 
alſo of the Predigall Sonne, who hauing diſſolutely wa- 
ſed all his portion, returned home in great ſorrow and 
anguiſh of heart; and ſo thereby obtayned grace and fa- 
uour againe, I will not ſtand any longer in amplifying 
and enlarging the proofe hereof, it being a thing that 
the tenour of Scripture doth alwayes import, and the 
praQiiſe of the Saints doth _ where confirme, thats 
Chriſt cannot be truely manifeſted vnto vs, that is, his 
merits and mercy can never eyther be effeuall vnto vs, 
or rightly apprehended by vs , vnlelle wee bee bap- 
tiled with 7ohns Baptiſme; and waſhed with the water of 
Repentance. 

This therefore being ſo, if wee doe but refleRt our 
ehoughts from what wee ſhould be, vnto what wee are, 
and euery one examine his owne heart, what his e(tate 
is, and how many are there,that eyther will be allured, 
or ſhall greatly doubt that they haue as yet no clayme, 
no intereſt nor benefit at all by the merits of Chriſts 
death , becauſe they feele no alteration in themſelues 
from what they haue beene at the firſt, they haue neuer 
ſubmitted themſelues to the miniſterie of ſohn Baprift ; 
they haue neuer truely and throughly repented them of 
their ſinnes ; and therefore as yet Chrilt is not made ma- 
nifeſt vnto them, howſocuer they haue deluded them- 
ſclues. 

But yethere is not all : for there are profunda Satane, 
whereof S. John ſpeakes in the ſecond of the Rexc/atior, 
that ſame deepenelle of Sathan which euery man cannot 
diſcouer in himſelfe, For it were well , it being in a 
damnable eftate,men might feele and know they were 
what they are; for then there might be,better hope of 
amendment,and poſlibilitie of reconciliation with God. 
But it is not ſo: for there are delulions, my(teries, miſts 
of iniquitie, whereby a man ſhall beſo deceiued (f gs 

ooke 


Of the Nature and end of Repentance. 17 

looke not very carefully and warily vnto himſelfe) in 
iudging of his (pirituall eſtarc ; that many men queſtion- 
letſe, and that to with a good opinion of eas. {lip 
ſodainly away,and deſcend vnto the deepe at vnawares, 
le is not then from our purpoſe ſomewhat to vnmaske 
the vizard of hypocrilie, and to di{couer the ſubtile illu- 
lions of Sathan; that ſeeing the Jeceic and danger, wee 
may the better auoyd the ſame. 

The firlt illulion therefore whereby Hypocrites are 
decciued, 1s too much relying and ruſting in the out- 
ward formes of Go4s {-ruice. For it istrue,that they ac- 
knowledge the doctrine and Bapriſme of /ohn to be ne- 
celſaric, Yet what tne? haue they not lufhciently ſub- 
mitted themſelves vnto'it, when they haue beene bapti- 
ſed ? what need they then ( thinke they) to make any 
further ſcruple of being in the fauour of God? Isnotthe 


ſacrament of Baptiſmerhat ſame Lawacrum Regenerationts, 1 Tix. 3.'5- 


that bath of Regeneration(asthe Apollle calsir)whereby 
they are made members of tle Church of God ſcaled for 
the Chilren of God; and fo allared of the remuſſion of 
their linnes? 

To which I anſivere, thatit is a remarkable ſigne and 
token of a man whole heart is not (incere,to glory and 
pleaſe himſelfe in the outward performance of retigh- 
ous Ceremonies, neglecting in the meane time the true 
ſubſtance of Grace, and the feare of God. An exawple 
whereof wee hauein the Iewes, who chiefely inſulted in 


the Cuſtomes and Rites of the Law, crying, The Tem- Ter.s. 4.5. 


ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord, when as the Lord 
witnetſeth, that hee had nothing to doe with their new 
Moones, and their Sacrifices , their hearts being ſo ob- 
durate, and their lives fo prophane as they were: for 
that that hee clpecially required of them , was to amend 
their wayes and their worker. Soit is inhike manner inthis 
particular of Baptiſme, wherein wee are neuer tothinke 
it lafe to prgſume of Gods grace by bare conieQurall 
D 
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hopes, in elevating tlie outward meanes of life, the 
meanes fayling that ſhould come berweene. For though 
the Sacraments and their manner of adminiſtration be 
Gods owne ordinances, yet notwith{tanding doe they 
include a ſnbordination of meanes, without which wee 
cannot afually be brought tocaioy what God doth 
ſecretly intend, So that to build onely vpon notionall 
conceits, and outward formalities of Gods feruice, as 
though they were of themſclues eyther acceptable to 
God, or any whit behooucfull to our good , volelle 
wee k:epe our felues in the wayes wherein hee hath ap- 
pointed vs eo walkeyis but aſclfe-deceiuing vanitic. And 
therefore the outward forme and adminiſtration of this 
$xcrament of Baptiſme is ineffeuall and vnavailcable 
vithout repentancetrue and ſerious.For the bare forme 
of Bapt.ſine in it ſelfe is but a meere Ceremonie, and 
though after a ſort neceſſary, yet notabſolutely necefla- 
ry to mans ſaluation , although the graces repreſente1 
by ie be indiſpenſable, For wee may be ſaued without 
Baptiſmall water , but not without Baptiſmall Grace : 
neyther doth euery one receiue the grace of God, that | 
receiues the Sacrament of his grace. For howſoeuer | 
God vie the Sacrament as an in{trumentto giue and al- / 
ſure vs of theſe? graces, ſo that none doc ordinarily par- 
take of the grace of remiſſion of ſinnes, without the 
Sacrament of Baptiſme ducly adminiſtred : yet is not 
remiſſion of linnes ſo tyed vnto it, that whoſoever hath 
the one, is neceflarily made partaker of the other, but 
chart thouſands receiue the outward ligne, which neuer 
ſhall taſte of the fauour of God, 

Furtherinore, that wee may better conceiue the er. 
rour of theſe men, and may more perfely apprehend 
the truth of this poynt, wee are to know that there is 
a viſible Church, that is, a communitie of men ſepera- 
ted from others, and ſanRibfied through the profeflion 
of that truth which God hath taught the world ow his 

| onne 
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Sonne. And there is an inviſible Church , that body 
my ſticall whereof Chriſt is only the head, that building 
vndiſcernable by mortall eyes, wherein CHatsST 1s 
the chiefe Corner-ſtone, In the vilible Church there 
are outward meanes, in the inviſible Church there are 
inward graces required as meanes to allure vs of the fa- 
uour of God, 

Now though hee can neuer be a member of the in- 
viſible Church, which is not fiſt amember of the vili- 
ble, yet every one that is a member of the viſible, is 
not a member of the inviſible; for, all are not /fraell that Rom. y.6. 
are of Iſrael], That which makes vs members of the vi- 
{ible Church are the outward vilible meanes of grace, 
and our ſubmiſſion thereunto , the preaching of the 
Word, the receiuing of the Sacraments, and the like. 
That which makes vs members of the inviſible Church 
arethe inward graces of the Spirit, Repentance, Faith, 
Hope and Loue, Profeffing the truth in the one, in the 
other obeying the truth i3 - neceſlitie required, Now ac- 
cording vnto theſe, our judgement of our ſelues and 
others ought to be after a difterent manner: of others, 
Charitie muſt dire& vs : of our ſelues, Faith muſt aſſure 
vs, If weeſee others ſubmit themſelues to the outward 
ordinarie meanes of life, the rule of Charitie that hopeth 
all chings, isthat wee hope well of all men; and therefore 
chat thoſe that we ce arc outwardly baptiſed, wee iudge 
as inwardly regenerated , becauſe our iudgement of 
others can extend no further then the outward appea- 
rance: But if wee haue no other aſſurance of our owne . 
ſafetie but by outward meanes, our hopes are but vn- 
certaine. For, that which wee hope of others, wee 
muſt feele in our clues; wee muſt feele that inward 
grace within vs, which makes the outward meanes effec- 
ftuall vnto vs : and therefore if wee feele not Repen- 
tance in our ſelues, our Baptiſme is incffeRuall and vn- 


auaileable. | 
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Againe inthe ſ:cond place, alrhough men of diſſo- 
Jute and ſcandalous carriage; may-by evidence of reaſon 
be brought to confelle, that their ourward Baptiſme is 
vnauaileable without inward and true Repentance : yet 
doth the Diuell, through their owne corruption,ſo farre 
preuaile with them, asto perſwade them, and make them 
thinke that they repent, when as indcede they doe no- 
thing lefſe. For whereas Repentance doth eſpecially 
conh(t in a dying to linne : how ſhall they that are dead ro 
ſinne ({aith the Apolile) yet lame therein? If therefore we ſay 
that (by dying to linne) we hanefellowſhip wth Chrift, and 
yet walke tn darkeneſſe, we lie and doe not erwely, fairh Saint 
John: And yetfor all this, ſuch is the miſterie of in1quitie 
that by the ſubtiltie of Satan and the falſenetle of mens 
owne hearts, they ſtill thinke they doe repent, when in- 
deede they repentnot. For there may be fome penerall 

diſpolitions voto Repentance cuen in Hypocritesz at'a 
willing ſubmiſſion vnto the outward means of hife,a delire 
of Saluation,a kinde of hate,of griefe,and ſorrow for fome 
finnes,ſome kinde of obediencealſovnto many of Gods 
commandements, which may giue them ſome cauſe to 
thinke that the ſpirit of G04 workes in them the grace of 
repentance; when as in truth it is nothing ſo, becauſe 
there is everſome great cetet therein which makes it 
imperteR, and ſo vnacceprtable; cither it is not lincere, 
ornotentire, or built ypon ſome indire& and oblique 
reſpect or other. As firſt for example in the Phariſes that 
came to Johns Baptilme, there was queltionletle ſome 
kinde of delire to the meanes of Saluation, which no 
doubt made them in ſome ſort think well of themſelves, 
but yet it was not fInceregas it appeares by /ohns reproofe, 
Soal(o itis ſaid of Heroa,that he neard /obn gladly; which 
quieted his conſcience in ſome degree , vet it was but 
for atime; itcontinued not. Againe,in Balaem,there was 
both a feare of cuill, and a delirc of good, he was very 
loath, vnwilling and fearefull ro curſe the children of 
liract, 
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Iſrael, and he alſo deſired from his heart he might die as 
the righteous: but yet theſe atfeRionsin him were nottrue, 
they proceeded from a ſeruile,baſe,deieted minde, onely 
formidene pene, for feare of the danger hee ſhould ins 
curreif hedid otherwiſe, So likewiſe in Saw! there was 
ſome kinde of obedience to Gods commandements; yct 
was not his obedience entirez for being commanded to 
deſtroy all and ſpare nothing of Awmvelecke,which for rhe 
molt part he did z yethe reſerued Agag and ſome few 
of the belt things, pretending to offer them in ſacrifice 
vntothe Lord at. his returne, contrary to his commif- 
fon : fo that though a wicked impenitent. man may 
obay God in mucir, yet there is alwaies ſome- 
thing he loues better then Gods Commandement, and 
that alſo muſt be cloaked ouer with religions pretence, 
And laſtly, e4zanmias and Saphira, vpon whoſe affetions 
the doctrine of Repentance tooke ſuch impreſſion that 
it made them (ell their polleflions and all they had,& lay 
downe the price at the Apollles feere, onely they kept 
| backe ſomeſmall part thereof ro helpe them if occalion 
ſhould ſerue , which one would haue thoughe would 
not haue bzenecenſured with ſuch a heauie iudgement 
as it was : fur its cuer the propertieof an Hypocrite to 
giue ſome, bur not all,when as God requires aH,or none: 
at all, Now ſuch is the courſe of many inthefe.times, 
when as happily the Preaching ofthe-word of God hath 
ſo ſtung them, that they muſt needes ſubmitand yeelde: 
they haue forſaken much of their former vanities and 
finfull practiſes ; yatheir deareſt beloned, their darling: 
Sinne they reſerue; that mult necdes be diſpenſed with- 
all : either couctouſaelle, or pride,reuenge,or ſome ſuch 
other, and that to-masked ouer with ſome plauſible pre- 
tenceor other, as fruzalitie, hanſomenetle, iuftice, and 
thelike; ſo wilie are men in-this age co beguile them- 
ſclues. & 

But then it may be demaunded that if theſe motions 
| D 3 towards 


I King, 22. 


that falſeſpirit which was in the mouth © 
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towards Repentance(though but in part)be of God,then 
are they good: if they be not of God, from whence doe 
they proceede ? Foranſwere whereunto we muſt conſi- 
der, that there are three principal ative faculties in 
the ſoule of man,thevnderſtanding;the will,and the con- 
ſcience; the ynderſtanding to direR, the will to obey; 
and the conſcience a faithfull and indifferent arbitratour 
betweene Gcd and man, concerning both. Now the vn- 


_ derſtanding being inlightned, partly by the grounds of 


nature, partly by the word of God,of dueties to be done, 
of cuilsto be auoideds if the will doe obey, the conſci- 
ence doth continually cheere and comfort vs in what 
eftate or miſerte ſoever we are : But if the will be per- 
verſe and will not ſubmit and obey ; then is the conſci- 
enceas a continualltorment euer accuſing and condem- 
ning vs of high treaſon againſt God,and therefore when 


. asOur will is not nor cannot be brought vnto a true re- 


formation , weareof neceſlitie forced to counterfeit and 
delude the confcience with ſome kinde of degrees of 
deuotion and outward ſcruices, euen to ſtill thoſe crics 
which.if they were not ſtaied, were little better then ave- 
ry entrance into hell. So that forthe moſt part thoſe 
ſame vſuall and common ſighes and fained groanes 
which many men would faine make themſelues beleeve 
are (ignes and tokens of Repentance, arebut the vpbrai- 
dings andexprobrations of conſcience which doe then 


aceliſe them, and thoſe ſame flaſhes of light and hope 


which from the ſame they conceive vnts themſclues of 
the loue and fauourof God, are but the ſuggeſtions of 
4 Ahab: Fro- 
phets, that by their lying and falſe incouragement they 
may be hardned in their linnes, that ſo their fall mighc 
be thegreater, 
A third deceit whereby men flatter ther{elues, is a 
conceit, or rather a miſconceit of their faith , attribu- 
ting ſo much vnto it, that they thinke there is (carce any 


thing 
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thing elſe abſolutely and neceſſarily required of them, 
and that becauſe by it alone they are ioyned to Chriſt, 
nothing can diſioyne them ; andrherefore that the ſtri& 
exation of ſo ſeuere a courſe of repentance is 
needele(le. Whereinthey diſcouer their vaine ignorance 
that though they thinkethey ſee, yet arc they (ill groa- 
ping in the darke, and are going they know not well 
which way. For without Repentance their faith is 
falſe and vaine. For we mult know that there are three 
ſeuerall as or degrees required to the perfeion of 
faith, according to which it is diſtinguiſhed to be ehree- 
fold : either fides apprehenſians, or fides approbations, or 
fides applications , the one being ther at of the vnder-, 
ſtanding, the other of the will, andthelaſt of the cone - . 
ſcience. The firſt apprehends the pzomiſes of God as 
true, the {econd approues them ag good, and the third 
applies chem vnto our (elues-iryparticular, alluring vs 
they doe belong vnto vs. All theſe (euerall dueties and 
degrees are required vnto the compleate etlence of faith. 


And as the laſt cannot be where the two former firlt are” 


notſo the ewo firſt without it are fruitle(ſe and imperfe&. 
Now the two firſt degrees of faith, gamely,'to appre- 
hend the promiſes of God to be true, and approve them. 
as good, may bein a man without repentance : 


neither of theſe are that true ſauing evangelicall faith, {- 


which can allure vs that the benefits of Chriſts merits 


_ doe belong vnto vsin particular. Theſe are onely gee _ 


nerall motiues vnto far of good actions ; _ 
are that generall beliefe which.s required by.t w 
of nature of every man, as w Il eat > Chciſtian, 
for the preſeruation of a good conſcience in' all afti- 
ons whatſoeuer, as,well legall as euangelicall, To 
illuſtrate this. by. an example. Suppoſe this to be the 


_ propoſition. Hee that confeſſerh his finner, and forſaketh 
' them, ſhall finde mercie. Pre.28.13. Where the promiſe of 


Mercie is made vnto repentant ſinners ; Now the bel 
: | p 
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| a& offaith in referencetherunto,is by the vnderſtandin g * 
to apprehend it as true ; but this fairh is riot perfemor 
ſauing, for the divels haueit; the divels befecve and tremy- 

_ ble((aith Saint Zames..) Theſecpnd degree of Fach is Þy 2 
thewill to approue/and like it as good ; and yet is this 
neither thattrue ſauingfaith, for it wagil 


A 


1 Balaam, He- 
rod, Agrippa, and itis in every carnal profellour, none 
Rom.ro.r5. excepted, Neither of theſe therefore, nor both of 
theſe are of any forceor validitiero confirme the promiſe 
of mercievnto our owneſoules in particular; which is 
the chicfe(t propertie of faith. And yet thcle are all chat 
faith which isin any Chriſtian man afore repentance; 
and the chiefe motive by which the ſpirit of God doth 
Rirre vp the heart of man vnto repentance. Now after 
repentance, at leaſt the beginning thereof, followes 
the third act of faith by the conſcience, that applies the 
miſe vnto ourſelues, and ſo our faith is mace per- 
cas Saint ame; ſpeaketh. He that repenterh of his ſinnes, 
(ith the holy Ghoſt) falſmde mercee, thats the Thelis: 
Now after repentance the conſcience makes the atſuwp- 
tion, but [ haxe repented of my ſinners, and then the con- 
cluſjon direQtly followeth,that therefore rhe promu'e of mer- 
cie belongs unto me, This then is that true, liuely,and ſaving 
faith that allures vs ofthe grace of God ; this is that faith 
whereby -the ſpirit beares witnelſe with our fpirits 
that wee are the adopted ſonnes of God. Yet would 
I not be thought to inferre hereby cthatthere are in a 
Chriſtianchree kindes, bur onely three degrees of faith. 
For although-chat both the apprehending, and approu- 
ing faith, asthey are in diucls and wicked men are things 
different from atruc ſauing faith : yetina.regenerate man 
they arenotdiſtinR fairhs,they doe not 2:frre/perie,they 
are not of different kindes; bur onely in reference vnto a 
true and perfe& faith arc as dy/poſutoncs in ordme 4d babs- 
te, as diſpolitions towards a habite z or as. meds ten- 
demtiaad faxem, as meancs tending vnto the end of:their 
— _ 


> 
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perfeion. Differins fronrthe ſain no otherwiſe 
chea the power of vegetation andAenſe, i diftin& 


ciſences in other creaturg#gdoe from the reaſonable ſoule, 
vato which they ny are as ſubordinate faculties in 
man. Tice growes many dithculties, and much confu- 
ſion in the vnderſtanding of the ſacred miſteries of our 
aluation, for want both of obſeruation of the order of 
the working of grace within vs, and alſo of diſtin& ex- 
plication what kinde or degree of grace the ſeuerall 
merits of Chriſt doe procure vs. Toconcludethis point 
therefore,asthe children of nature walke in darkeneiſe 
and confuſion : ſo the children of grace ſhould walke in 
light and diſtinion; and not onely talke wildely and 
confuſedly of their faith in Chriſt, of their hope, and 
other their great vertues, but alſo be able to diſcerne of 
the manner andorder of the working of Gods ſpirit 
within them, and diſtingutſh of the ſeuerall changings 
of their affeRions, and not that onely, but alſo feele 
the power thercofin their owne ſoules ; and then ſhall 
they know whether they can certainely belecue that 
their ſinnes areforgiuen afore they be repented of. 
Fourthly (for the hypocriticall heart of man hath ma- 
ny windings) it may be conceited (as it is by ſome) that 
chey hauealceady repented, thattime is already palt. For 
there are ſume Anabaptiſticall and fanaticke ſpirits, that 
hauelimited a certaine time for ſorrow and repentance, 
chatimagine and aftirme that men are to continue and ' 
lievnder rhe terrours of conſcience euen vntill they be - 
ready to vadertake ſome deſperate attempt and then af- 
ter they haue once eſcaped that danger,they thinke they 
areſafe ; they are ſo throughly ſeaſoned that cuer after 
they remaine ſecure; all their droſſe is purged out; go-, 
ing on continually afterwards in a courſe of obſeruing 
and cenſuring other mens imperfeRions, and in the, 
meane time negle& themſclues altogether, Whereas 
Certaine it is that ſo long as weliuein this world, we ſhall | 
dhe: our (clues, cuery one of vs to be but men full of 
eeandetntd OO 
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frailtic and inſtabilitie, and therefore chat our repentance 
is daily to be renewed. For as the naturall life of man 


.doth conliſt vpon that whici1 is called by the Phylitians 


humor radicalis , and calor naturalss, naturall heate and 
radicall moiſture (for indeede all life is {uftained by mo- 
tion,and motion is betweene contrarieties:)fſoin our ſpi- 
rituall life, there muſt of necellitic be two contrary qua- 
lities, repentancecontinually to put oft our own vnrigh- 
teouſncile, and faith to put on Chrilts righteguſuelle,the 
one to worke vpon the other, ſo to preſeruelife by mori- 
-on.So long therefore as thereis excetle of cuill,and defect 
of good within vs, mult repentanceand faith be encrea- 
ſed, whichmuſt be vnto the end of our lives; for death 
onely is the end and complement of our repentance and 
mortification ; euen as our reſurre&tion ſhall be the end 
and complement of our faith and viuification. 

Now thelaſt ſhift (worth the ſpeaking of) which men 
frame vnto themlclues, thereby to ſlippe the bridle of 
mortification, is one vnworthy any man that is even 
but of meane capacitie in vnderttanding the ſacred miſte- 
ries of his ſaluation, and vnworthy alſo cither the an- 
ſwering, or ſo much as mentioning were it not ſo 
common as ie is, indeede being fitter to ſcare crowes 
then Chriſtians. Andie is this, that in almuch as repen- 
tanceis:{o harſh vnto flcſh and blood, and practited of fo 
few, and that the aucrle. nature of man can hardly be 
drawne to vndergoethe ſame, that therefore the indiſ- 
penſable & necellary exattion therof isa doAtrinewhich 
might bring men to deſpaire, and fo exceeding dange- 
rous 40 be vrged.; wherein it is (trange to ſee that men 
ſhouldbe fo ſtrongly deuoted to their owne diftrution 
thatthey ſhould not acknowledgethe meanes of their re- 
Micution : but the Prophelic of the Apoftle is fulfilled 
herein, where he forciheweth that the time fbonld conse 
when men would not ſuffer wholeſome doftrine , but hauing 
earer itching frall get therſelues teachers after their owne luſt. 

But 


3 
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But toreturne and ſatisfie this great doube.What needes 


any man to feare deſpaire?The foundation of God remaineth 2 Tim. 2. 19, 


ſure ((aith the Apoſile) and hath rhis ſeale, The Lord know- 


eth who are his : and there ſha! mot one hajre of their heads Luke 21. 18, 


periſh. How then ? ſhall the ordinance of God diſanull 
and ouerthrow the purpoſe of God ? Indeed if any man 
ſhould goe about to deceiue and ouercharge iimple 
ſoules by a deniall or extenuation of Gods mercy, inſi« 
nuating that it were eyther hopeletle or a hazard totruft 
vnto the ſame : it were dangerous and like enough to 
fallow them vp with diſtraction or difpairez but fo long 
as Repeatance is but taught truely for the remiſſion of 
ſinnes, and that remiſlion of finnes is not obtayned with- 


. out it : Let Paxl plant, and Apvlos water, let euery man 


doe his duety and performe his charge, and referre the 
event and ſuccetle co him that is able to diſpoſe of all 


things to his owne glory, and worketh all things after the Epheſ 5.13, 


counſel of his owne will : And then let what will fall our, it 
is our part to giue praiſe vnto God thereby; m—_— 


ehis, that the Goſpel as it is ordayned the ſauour of life z Cor. 2.x 5.16, 


vnto life vnto ſuch as ſhall be ſaued, euen ſo by Gods 
owne purpoſe is it the ſauour of death vnto death vnto 
thoſe that ſhall bedamned. 

And therefore this (cruple is but a cracke that doth 
more feare then huct,diſcoucring both folly in the heads 
and prophanelle in the hearts of thoſe that obie& the 
ſame, For it is certaine, that when mens atfeRions are (0 
ſtrongly ſet vpon vanitie, that by no meanes they will 
be drawne from the ſame:they inuent and imagine con- 
tinually how to oppoſe, and diſable the force of that 
which they.thinke doth any way checke. or reſtraine 
eheir vnbridled Juſts.: and fo eſpecially ayme to dil- 
proue and gaine-ſay the neceſlitie of repentance and 
mortification, by ſuch frivolous and ridiculous argu- 
ments as theſe: and yet as they thinke wiſely to. For 
of this ſort ſome there are that are in their owne con-- 
I E 2 ccits 
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ceits, of fo refined and ſublimated temper, that they 
thinke they arc too wiſe, and accountit asa dilparage- 
ment for their high ſpirits, to ſubmit themſelucs to the 
fooliſhneile of God (for, the preaching of the Croſſe of 
Chriſt is to them that periſh fooliſineſſe, Girh the Apollle) 
and therfore doe they alwayes (as much as in them lyes) 


" diſcountenance and diſharten any that are of ftrifter 


and more conſcionable carriage then themſelues,Others 
of them thereare alſo ſo farre from imbracing repentance, 
that they oppoſe by ali meanes againſt it, and like ica- 
ring /ſmaels (et themſclues to ſcorne and diride the ſame; 
ſo that whoſoeuer vndertaketh that holy courſe , ex- 
poſeth himſelfe to all che cenſure and obloquie that 
ſuch wicked and prophane hearts can inuent. Yea, to 
ſo ſtrange a heightof Atheilme are/men growne in theſe 
times, that ordinarily they deeme and tearme others cu- 
rious and preciſe, not becauſe they are bulic Polyprag- 
mons,hauing an Oare in every mans Boat, and judging 
of euery mans conſcience; neyther for their affecteil ſin- 
gularitie and nice curiofitie; nor for that bold and blinde 
zeale of /zz4,in medling with that which belongs onely 
vnto the Prieſts office; nor yet for their rebellious con- 
tempt of the Church-gouernment and Governours all 
which might giue iuſt occafion to ſuſpe hypocrilic in 
any one : but onely for this cauſe, becauſe they were 
not eyther ſo monſtrous blaſphemers, or ſo great caron- 
fers, at leaſtwiſe ſo carelelle and ditſolute livers as them- 
ſelues. But leauing ſuch monſters of Nature tothe mercy 
of him who is onely able to transforme and amend them, 
let it neuer be heard amongſt vs (beloued) that any true- 
ly vertuons and Chriſtianly diſpoſed minde ſhould euer 
fo much as once open his mouth to gaine-fay thatwhich 
Chriſt hath ſpoken, that if wee repent wot, we [3 il! all ſurely 
periſh. The leal(t ſinne, exther in thought, word or deed, 
is death without repentance. Let not therefore the falſe- 
nefle of our owne hearts delude vs, nor the feare of de- 
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ſpayre diſcourage vs, nor the imputatiqn of mopiſh Me- 
lancholy, which the world caſts vpon Repentance,with- 
hold vs from vndertaking the ſame: for it is the Harbin- 
ger of the King of Heaven: it is the beginning of the 
Goſpell of Chrift:it is an entrance into thoſe heavenly & 
ſpirituall ioyes, wherewith the Saints vpon the earth arc 
endued, being ſuch as the world can neyther give vnto 
vs, nor take away from vs, For there is neuer any heart 
more filled with the ioyes of the Spirit, then that heart 
. dhat hath taken the greatell ſorrow for his linnes, Ney- 
ther is the portion of Grace giuen vnto any by agreater 
meaſure then vnto him in whom there is the greateſt 
meaſure of repentance. | 
And though the naturall man ( that perceives not the 
things of God) thinkes it a Paradoxe that a Chriſtian 
ſhould reioyce in mourning: yet the Holy Ghoſt hath 
recorded it by S. Peter, as a conſolation for the Saints 
of God vnto the end of the world, that though for 4 ſeaſon x Pex. 1.6.8. 
rhey be in heauineſſe (if need require) through manifold ten- 
tations, yet doe theſe beleeue pd: retoyce with toes unfpeaka- | 
ble and glorious, Humble your ſelues therefore (laith S.Pe- x Per. 5.6. 
ter) under the mighty hand of God, that hee may exalt you 
in due time, Sorrow yee and weepe (faith S, James) let your Tames 4.9.10. 
laughter be turned into mourning ;, and your toy into heaut- 
neſſe, Caſt downe your ſelues before the Lord, and hee will lift 
you vp.Elſe will hee (faith 7#b,) 'who ſitteth in the heanens Tob 40. 5. 
decked with maieſtie and excellencie, and arrayed with beanty 
and glory, caſt abroad the indignation of his wrath,and behold 
euery one that u proud, and abaſe him, and looke on enery one 
that is arrogant, and bring him low, And for conclulion 
of all, let cuery man living, yea, even the greatelt deſpi. 
ſer, remember, that itis an cuerlaſting truth regiſtred in 
the ſacred Booke of God, Whereof, the heanens and earth Luke 16. 17. 
ſhall paſſe afore one tot or title faall fall away, That, woe is Amos6. 1. 
onto them that are at eaſe in Sion : and, woe wmto them that 1 .vke 6, 25. 
now laugh for they ſhall weepe : And on the contrary , They 
E 3 that 
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that ſow in teares ſhall reape in 109: and bleſſed are th 
that monrne, for they ſhall be comforted. Nowthe Lord for 
his infinite mercy ſake, ſo preuaile in vs and over-rule vs 
by the power of his holy Sparit, that in the due and ſe- 
rious conſideration of our owne miſerie by (inne, wee 
may ſo partake with him in his ſorrowes and ſufferings 
in this life, that we2 may hereafter be made partakers 
with him of thoſe vnſpeakable and everlaſting ioyes in 
the life to come, which hee reſerueth in the Kingdome 
of heauen, for all thoſe onely, that long and waite for 

his appearing. Which the Lord grant voto vs for 

Chriſt his ſake: vnto-whom with the Father, 
and his moſt bleſled Spirit, bee all 
glory and maieſtie, all prayſc 
and thankſgiuing , both 
now and for eucr, 


